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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

BOOK WEEK  - Reading is my Secret Power! 
All at CGPS have had an amazing week celebrating ‘Book 
Week’ in a variety of ways.  
On Tuesday classes joined together during our literacy time to 
work on special activities linked to short listed stories. 
We had some of our Grade 5 children walk to Neanger Kinder 
for a literacy session on Wednesday.   
While our Book Parade was a sea of colours, characters and 
books linked to the theme of  ‘reading is my secret power’. 
Congratulations to all students and families for the great    
costumes and creativity, while all staff should be thanked for 
their wonderful organisation and support.  

 

 

MISSION 
At California Gully Primary School we educate students to be lifelong learners and 

well informed and productive community members who are well prepared to become 

active, engaged and responsible citizens of the local and global community.  
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IMPORTANT REMINDER 

 Book Week -  Monday August 19th  to  Friday August 23rd  

 Father’s Day Stall -  Thursday August 29th  

 Father’s Day Breakfast -  Friday August 30th  

 School Council Meeting 7.00 pm. -  Monday September 9th  

 Jump Rope for Heart -  Friday September 13th  

 Last Day of Term Three -  Friday September 20th  

 First Day of Term Four -  Monday October 7th  
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IMPORTANCE OF READING WITH KIDS 
We really do need to highlight the importance of reading. As a community, we need to    

prioritise reading together on a regular basis.  
After all, as Dr Seuss would say “The more that you read, the more you will know, 
the more that you know, the more places you will go”. 
We understand that lives are busy, for parents who work, or have a busy lifestyle, relaxing 
with your child and simply enjoying each other’s company while reading can be a great 
way for you both to wind down, relax, and build positive relationships. 
The importance of reading cannot be emphasised enough in young children, and need to 
make every day reading a high priority. 
Not only does reading enhance a child’s vocabulary, and to help them understand how to 
read and write, but reading aloud to children also helps them to understand different    
topics about the world and every day life. 
Below are some benefits and advantages that highlight the importance of reading with 
kids: 
1. Reading to young children sets them up to succeed 

2. Reading is important to develop language skills 

3. Exposure to reading exercises your child’s brain 

4. Reading enhances a child’s concentration 

5. Reading together encourages a thirst for knowledge 

6. A range of books teaches children about different topics 

7. Reading develops a child’s imagination and creativity 

8. Reading books with children helps to develop empathy 

9. Books are a form of entertainment 

10. Reading together helps to create positive relationships 
 

Why not find a good book, a comfy spot at home and enjoy spending time with your      

children!! 
 

We will have a full wrap up of our Book Week activities in the next edition of the Bell    

Topper. 

Andrew Frawley 

Principal 
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 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

August  26th —  August 
30th  

 School Banking Day  -  
Bendigo Bank 

 

 

  Breakfast Program 
8.00 a.m.—8.20 a.m. 

 

School Banking Day  -  
Commonwealth Bank 

 

Fathers Day 
Breakfast 

September  2md —  
September 6th  

 School Banking Day  -  
Bendigo Bank 

 

 

  Breakfast Program 
8.00 a.m.—8.20 a.m. 

 

School Banking Day  -  
Commonwealth Bank 

September  9th  —  
September 13th  

 School Banking Day  -  
Bendigo Bank 

 

 

  Breakfast Program 
8.00 a.m.—8.20 a.m. 

 

School Banking Day  -  
Commonwealth Bank 

September  16th  —  
September 20th  

 School Banking Day  -  
Bendigo Bank 

 

 

  Breakfast Program 
8.00 a.m.—8.20 a.m. 

 

School Banking Day  -  
Commonwealth Bank 
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Congratulations to the following students on being named  
Student of The Week 

for their positive attitude to school and social values. 
 

Friday August 16th
 

 
Grade One Carroll-Reilly:   
   Suzanna H.  - For working hard on her subtraction problems in 
      Maths sessions!  Well done!  
   Sophie O.  - For working hard on sounding  out new words in 
      her reading!  Well done!  
Grade 2/3 Ennor:   
   Hunter B.  - For pleasing scissor skills. 
   Zephie P.  - For challenging BOB words. 
Grade 2/3 Kantarias:  
   Shayne T.  - For thriving when given a challenge in Maths. 
Grade 4/5/6Windridge:   
   Trey B. - For keeping track of his thinking when reading. 
   Oscar G. - For working well in reading groups. 
   Leah H. - For keeping track of her thinking when reading. 
Grade 5/6 McKerrow:   
   Maykaila J-N. - For excellent research work for her explanation 
      writing. 
   Charlie M.  - For excellent research work for her explanation 
      writing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Jump Off Day - Friday September 13th 2019 
 

Going home with today’s Bell Topper is information about Jump 
Rope for Heart.   
In the past children have had a sponsorship form to gather 
sponsors, this year there is no physical sponsorship form all 
sponsorship is to be gathered online.  Instructions how you can 
do this are in the information handout. 

Quote of the Week 
Happiness is found when you stop comparing yourself to others.  
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This past week was National Science Week so most of our activities had a scientific 
theme to them. 
When we went down the bush, the children looked under rocks, inside tyres and flipped 
over bricks to see what insects and bugs that they could find. They found worms,        
caterpillars, weevils and cochroaches. The children also looked through the gardens at 
the front of the school when we went to play on the playground. Arlen, Tilly and Blair 
were three of our most intrepid explorers when we were in the bush.  
The children also played on the basketball court, kicking the football, playing basketball 
with each other or simply throwing a ball to each other. They also predicted and checked 
to see if they were correct when they guessed how their ball would bounce on a           
particular surface.  
Even when watching our movie Turbo on Friday, the children started debating if snails 
could actually move that fast.  
On another note, I want to thank all the children who 
attended After School Care last Thursday and worked 
hard to ensure that I had a lovely session on my     
birthday. Particular thanks to Morag and May who    
organised most of the children that night. 

Have a great week, 

Josh 
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Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and California Gully Primary 
School  is excited to be par ticipating.  
 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of 
the importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a     
personal challenge for children to read a set number of books by 6 September 2019. 
 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with 
their parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 
books. 
 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed 
by the Victorian Premier and former Premiers. 
 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information 
about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc 
 

Congratulations to the following students who have completed the Premiers’ Reading 
Challenge in 2019: 
Friday August 2nd   Brandi H.  Grade 4/5/6 
     Daniel V.  Grade 4/5/6   
Wednesday August 7th  Kiara B.  Grade 2/3A 
     Alyssa M.  Grade 2/3A  
     Madie W.  Grade 2/3A  
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Students got into the spirit of National Science Week at 
The Smith Family’s Learning Clubs this week. The      
students participated in four different science activities 
including making slime, layering liquids, exploding 
Coke with Mentos and soap powered boats! Lots of fun 
was had by all! 
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PARENTS & FRIENDS OF  
CALIFORNIA GULLY PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS 

Parents’ & Friends of California Gully Primary 

School Meeting 
The next meeting of the Parents’ & Friends of California Gully Primary 

School  will be in the conference room after assembly tomorrow, Friday 

August 16th.   All are most welcome to attend. 
 

Father’s Day Stall 
With Father’s Day only a matter of weeks away we are in the 

planning stages for our Father’s Day stall.   

We are seeking donations of gifts (or a gold coin donation to go  

towards the purchase of gifts) for our Father’s Day stall.  If you 

can help please leave your donations at the school office. 
 

Contacting the Parents’ & Friends of California Gully Primary 

School  
The Parents’  & Friends of California Gully Primary School would love to hear from you. 

If you have any ideas that you would like to share with them please email them at 

 cgpsparentsclub@gmail.com. 
 

Thank you to all families who support the Parents’ & Friends of California Gully Primary School. 
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BOOK CLUB  
Book Club Issue 6 has 
been sent home.  
It is due back at school  

Thursday,   
August 22

nd
 2019.  
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GREAT TIPS FOR HEALTHY KIDS   
TIP 9 TV CAN BE A FRIEND OR AN ENEMY 
TV can be a good educator. It can also be a great entertainer and, as every parent knows, it can be a 
cheap babysitter and provide company for kids if they are on their own. 
However, the benefits of TV can be cancelled out by the harm that it can do. 
Many children watch many hours of television each week.  This means that they are: sitting passively 
for long hours of time; snacking as they watch; and exposed to ads of highly-processed foods, often 
high in fat, salt and sugar. 
 

What you can do NOW 
 Establish good TV habits in your home: limit your child's TV 

viewing to one hour per day on weekdays; avoid having the TV 
on during daylight hours; and record some shows to watch late 
to eliminate the ads. 

 Remove the remote control.  At least changing the channels will 
mean getting up and moving. 

 Have just one TV in the house. 

Good Idea! 

Plan the week’s viewing ahead of time.  Look through the TV guide together and choose suitable   
programs .  When you watch, discuss aspects of the program with your kids. 

Top Tip 

Avoid having a TV in your 
child's room.  Studies show that 
kids in families who often watch 
TV during meals eat more of the  
highly advertise foods like pizza 
and salty snacks, and less fresh, 
healthy food. 

TISSUES  
Grades 4/5/6 and 2/3A (Ennor) desperately need boxes 
of tissues for their classroom please send them in to 
school with your child. 

Don't let children skip breakfast 

 

 Children who skip breakfast generally 

have below average nutrition 

 Their diets contain less calcium, iron, 

dietary fibre and other vitamins 

 They will have a poorer concentration 

level throughout the day at school 

 They will have a slower metabolism 

throughout the day and; 

 Less energy to 

work and play.  

Easy ideas: 
 

Fresh or tinned fruit (in natural juice) with 

wholegrain breakfast cereal and low fat milk.  
 

Toast with cheese and tomato, or banana. 

 
Boiled eggs with finger wholegrain toast. 
 

Rolled oats with sultanas and low fat milk. Toast 

with a thin spread of margarine (polyunsaturated 
or monounsaturated) 
 

Baked beans on toast 
 

Tub low fat yoghurt and fresh or tinned fruit 
 

If you are in a real rush, at least send them 
through the door with a piece of fruit or a slice of 

toast in their hand and a hot milk drink. 

      A GREAT WAY TO START THE DAY! 

http://californiagullyps.vic.edu.au/page/96


Don’t forget to check out the school’s website www.californiagullyps.vic.edu.au 

Respect * Personal Best * Care 
School Assembly starts at 8.55 a.m.  Please be on time! 

To report an absence through the school website you can use this link Report an Absence 

http://californiagullyps.vic.edu.au/page/96


Don’t forget to check out the school’s website www.californiagullyps.vic.edu.au 

Respect * Personal Best * Care 
School Assembly starts at 8.55 a.m.  Please be on time! 

To report an absence through the school website you can use this link Report an Absence 

http://californiagullyps.vic.edu.au/page/96


Don’t forget to check out the school’s website www.californiagullyps.vic.edu.au 

Respect * Personal Best * Care 
School Assembly starts at 8.55 a.m.  Please be on time! 

To report an absence through the school website you can use this link Report an Absence 

 

START SAVING NOW! 
Pick up a flyer from the office, or phone 5434 3908. 
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WANT TO GET RID OF YOUR PLASTIC GROCERY BAGS??? 
Do you have lots of plastic grocery bags taking up valuable storage 
space in your home? 
A member of our school community is collecting plastic grocery bags to 
make sleeping mats for the homeless. 
If you have excess plastic grocery bags (I’m sure many of us do) they 
can be brought to the school office for collection to make more sleeping 
mats. 
Not only are we providing a soft place for a homeless person to sleep—
we are also recycling those unwanted plastic grocery bags!! 

California Gully Primary School has signed 
up with the Fitzpatrick’s Home Hardware 
D.I.Y. Rewards program. 
Each time you make a purchase at          
Fitzpatrick’s Home Hardware please     
mention the school and for each $1.00 spent 
the school will earn five club reward points 
that we can use to purchase products in store 
when we need to make any repairs around 
the school. 

Current Uniform Prices at Bendigo Uniform Plus  - Shop 6, Abbott Arcade Bendigo. 

Short Sleeve Polo – $20.50 
Long Sleeve Polo – $26.00 
Polar Fleece Jumper – $35.00 
Hoodie – $35.00 

Blue & White Checked Dress – $22.00 
Bucket Hat – $13.50 
Slouch /Wide Brimmed Hat – $13.50 
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Stephanie Alexander Kitchen at  
California Gully Primary 
School 

Tuesday Mornings  
8.00 a.m. to 8.45 a.m. 

With Thanks to The Eaglehawk 
Football/Netball Club and our     
generous sponsors we have a     
community breakfast program for all 
families (parents are more than    
welcome to attend) and staff of    
California Gully.   
The community breakfast program 
will continue tomorrow,  Friday    
August 23rd at 8 a.m.  (please note 
that we will stop serving breakfast 
at 8.20a.m. any children who ar-
rive after 8.20 a.m. will miss out).    
Sharing in breakfast together, what a 
great way for our school community 
to start to start the day! 
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