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CALIFORNIA GULLY PRIMARY SCHOOL  

P.O. Box 88 
California Gully   3556 
Phone:  5446-8393 
Fax:  5446-3115 
Email: california.gully.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
GRADE 5/6 BIOLAB EXCURSION 
On Monday our Grade 5 and 6 students travelled to BioLAB in Geelong. BioLAB – The   Victo-

rian BioScience Education Centre provides specialist science and  mathematics educational 

programs to  students and teachers in Victoria. The aim of  BioLAB is to engage and inspire 

the next generation in science and mathematics using innovative technologies and techniques. 

All students and staff very much enjoyed the excursion, with lots of learning and enjoyment 

had on the day.   
 

 

MISSION 
At California Gully Primary School we educate students to be lifelong learners and 

well informed and productive community members who are well prepared to become 

active, engaged and responsible citizens of the local and global community.  
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IMPORTANT REMINDER 

 Breakfast Program Re-Commences for 2019 -   Friday February 15th  

 Parents & Friends of California Gully P.S. Meeting -   Friday February 15th  

 Grade Six Polo Shirt Orders Due -   Friday February 15th  

 Breakfast Club Re-Commences -  Tuesday February 19th  

 Foundation Students Rest Day -  Wednesday February 20th  

 Foundation Students Rest Day -  Wednesday February 27th  

 Labour Day Public Holiday -  Monday March  11th  

 Grades  Four to Six Sovereign Hill Excursion -  Wednesday  March  13th  

 School Council Annual General Meeting -  Monday March  18th  

 School Fair -  Thursday March  28th  

 

Respect * Personal Best * Care 

California Gully Primary School 123 
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PARENTS CLUB 
The first Parent Club Meeting for 2019 will be held tomorrow morning (February 15th) 

straight after assembly. This will be an open meeting and all families are welcome to attend. 

It will be an information sharing session as well as looking at ways Parents’ Club can continue 

to help our students and school community. 
 

IT’S FINE TO BE ON TIME 
There are many important social skills we need to think about, but perhaps there are none 

more relevant than PUNCTUALITY. Being punctual simply means being on time.            

Unfortunately there are too many times when we are not as punctual as necessary. At school 

it is important to be on time, ready and organised to begin learning whether it be at the       

beginning of the day or after recess or lunch. Being on time shows that you are courteous and 

aware of the needs of those around you, by not making them wait for you to arrive. 

Children who are late for school often miss out on important information and this can leave 

them feeling left out for the whole of the lesson. If you are late for class it is hard to settle 

down and concentrate. It is everyone’s responsibility to be on time – mums, dads, kids and 

teachers. Parents, you are responsible for ensuring your children arrive at school on time. If 

your children are continually late for school make the extra effort to get them up 10 minutes 

earlier so their learning is not disrupted.  
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL POSTIONS 
Please take the time to  the read  information regarding our School Council and pending       

elections. We are seeking 7 Parent Representative positions for School Council, beginning in 

March. If you would like to nominate or would like more information please speak with       

Andrew.  
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
All school councils in Victoria operate under the Education and Training Reform Act 2006. 

The school council has particular functions in setting and monitoring the school’s            

direction.  School councils have three main responsibilities: 

Finance – overseeing the development of the school’s annual budget and ensuring proper 

records are kept of the school’s financial operation. 

Strategic Planning – participating in the development and monitoring of the school     

strategic plan. 

Policy Development and Review – developing, reviewing and updating policies that reflect 

a school’s values and support the school’s broad direction outlined in its strategic plan. 

For 2019 school council elections must be completed by April 5th   
 

School Council Nominations 

The following timetable outlines our school election procedure.  Nomination forms can be 

collected from the office. 

Vacancies for 2019 include 7 parent representatives, 2 staff representatives and 1  

community members. 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION PROCESS AND TIMETABLE 

a) Notice of election and call for nominations Thursday February 14th 2019 

b) Closing date for nominations Monday February 25th 2019 

c) Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed. Thursday February 28th 2019 

d) Close of ballot Friday March 8th 2019 

e) March School Council Meeting first council meeting to elect office bearers Monday March 18th  2019 
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School Council Elections – Information for Parents 
School Council Elections 2019 

What is a school council and what does it do? 

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that 

are given powers to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In 

doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the 

school provides for its students. 

Who is on the school council? 

There are three possible categories of membership: 

A mandated elected Parent category. More than one third of the total members must 

be from this category. Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 

(DET) employees can be Parent members at their child’s school as long as they are 

not employed at the school. 

A mandated elected DET employee category. Members of this category may make up 

no more than one third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the 

school is  

automatically one of these members. 

An optional Community member category. Its members are appointed by a decision 

of the council because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees 

are not eligible to be Community members. 

The term of office for all members is two years. Half the members must retire each year, cre-

ating  

vacancies for the annual school council elections. 

Why is Parent membership so important? 

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can 

help shape the direction of the school. 

Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in it-

self and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 

How can you become involved? 

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. Howev-

er, ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions va-

cant. 

In view of this, you might seriously consider 

 standing for election as a member of the school council 

 encouraging another person to stand for election. 

Do I need special experience to be on school council? 

No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partner-

ship with  

others to help shape the school’s future. 

What do you need to do to stand for election? 

The principal will issue a notice and call for nominations following the commencement of 

Term 1 each year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March.  

If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candi-

date or you can nominate yourself in the Parent category. 

DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not employed are eligi-

ble to nominate as parents for the school council where their child is enrolled.  

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on 

the notice of election.  
 

Andrew Frawley 

Principal 
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Congratulations to the following students on being named  
Student of The Week 

for their positive attitude to school and social values. 
 

Friday February 8th
 

 
Foundation Hinton-Ryan-Baldwin:   
   Aviana A.   - For a great start to school. 
   Bryce M.   - For showing fantastic persistence. 
   Jagger N.   - For a great start to school. 
Grade 2/3 Ennor:   
   Kiara B.  - For giving her best in all areas of her learning.
   Tarly W.  - For being a caring and supportive class member. 
   Madison W.  - For giving her best in all areas of her learning. 
Grade 2/3 Kantarias:  
   Izaiah B.  - For being actively involved in his leaning  
      throughout the first week of school. 
   Isabella H.  - For showing a positive attitude to starting at a 
      new school.  Welcome to 283B! 
 
Grade 4/5/6Windridge:   
   Ryan B.  - For excellent sustained reading and building his 
      reading stamina. 
   Tyler K.-S.  - For doing his personal best in all areas of the 
      curriculum. 
   Gabby P.  - For enthusiastic participation in class discussions. 
Grade 5/6 McKerrow:   
   Dante A.  - For excellent research skills. 
   Coal H.  - For an excellent attitude to all work tasks. 
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Welcome back to all existing and new parents to California Gully Primary School for 2019.  My name 
is Kerryn Phillips I am the Primary Well Being officer.  I will be at school all day on Tuesday,     
Thursday and Friday.   I will be moving around the school in the first couple of weeks getting to know 
the students. 
My overall role is to support students, families and the teachers within the school environment and the 
community.  I hope to use my experience and knowledge to help make the school an even happier and 
safer place to be. 
I will also be helping out with the lunch time program from 1.40 p.m. to 2.00 p.m. on the days I am at 
school. 
I am available to catch up with students, parents and families on a broad range of matters including 
friendships, separation , grief and loss.  I can be contacted on the school number, 5446 8393.  If I am 
not available leave a message, I’ll get back to you. 
If you require assistance with school uniform requirements please contact me on the days I am here or 
leave a message at the school office and Nicole will pass the message on. 
 

 Kerryn Phillips  

CSEF (Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund) 
Applications are open for families who are Health Care Card holders to apply for this 
funding  -  forms are available from the school office.  When completing your           
application please bring a long your current Health Care Card, this is needed for the 
application to be accepted.  
 If you are a Health Care Card holder please do not miss out on this funding. 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

February 18th  —  
February 22nd  

 School Banking Day  -  
Bendigo Bank 

Foundation  
Students Rest Day 

 School Banking Day  -  
Commonwealth Bank 

February 25th —  
March 1st   

 School Banking Day  -  
Bendigo Bank 

Foundation  
Students Rest Day 

 School Banking Day  -  
Commonwealth Bank 

March 4th —  
March 8th  

 School Banking Day  -  
Bendigo Bank 

  School Banking Day  -  
Commonwealth Bank 

March 11th —  
March 15th  

Labour Day  
Public Holiday 

School Banking Day  -  
Bendigo Bank 

Grades Four to Six 
Excursion to  

Sovereign Hill 

 School Banking Day  -  
Commonwealth Bank 
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PARENTS & FRIENDS OF  
CALIFORNIA GULLY PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS 

Parents’ & Friends of California Gully Primary 

School Meeting 
The next meeting of the Parents’ & Friends of California Gully Primary 

School  will be in the conference room after assembly tomorrow, Friday 

February 15th.   All are most welcome to attend. 
 

Contacting the Parents’ & Friends of California Gully Primary 

School  
The Parents’  & Friends of California Gully Primary School would love to hear from you. 

If you have any ideas that you would like to share with them please email them at         

cgpsparentsclub@gmail.com. 
 

Thank you to all families who support the Parents’ & Friends of California Gully Primary 

School. 

 

Dahlia  and  Arts  Procession 2019. 
The theme this year is ‘We Are One’. 

We have started our preparations for our school entry in the Dahlia and Arts Street 
Procession. We have a few ideas but we need help to complete our entry. We will 
have a meeting on Friday 15th February in the Library at 2.45pm just prior to pick up 
time.  
Lots of help/volunteers are needed for our entry. You can help by: 
 attending our Procession Planning Meeting on Friday 15th (tomorrow) 
 helping to design and create costumes/props at school. 
 preparing the truck on Saturday 16th March ready for procession 
 we will need plenty of large pieces of strong white cardboard (boxes or the 

backing of signage) or corflute etc. 
 we plan to dress some of our children in ‘National Costumes’. If you have any 

items that would be suitable to dress either your own child or to loan to another 
child we would appreciate your contributions. Please see your child’s        
classroom teacher. 

If you are able to help with preparations please see Annette Peacock, Kathryn      
Hinton or Nicole Cooper. 
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GREAT TIPS FOR HEALTHY KIDS   
TIP 38 KIDS BENEFIT FROM HELPING AT HOME 
It may seem strange that helping around the home is healthy for kids, but think about if.  If they have 
jobs to tod they are: ;earning skills they will need throughout life; achieving a goal, and that makes 
them feel good about themselves; contributing towards shared living; and getting lots of physical    
activity. 
Kids may protest that they have to work around the home, and that’s because they feel they have to.  
They can’t look as though they’re having a good time?! 
 
 

What you can do NOW 
 Draw up a list of jobs that kids can do, from the very   youngest 

to the oldest.  Even tiny tots can carry out simple tasks, for   
example putting toys in a box. 

 Be realistic in what you expect from each child, depending on 
age. 

 Be open to suggestions from them about how the household 
could be run more efficiently. 

Good Idea! 

Once in a while, when everyone's finished their household jobs, head off to the park or the oval      
together. 

Top Tip 

Chores that kids can easily carry 
out include making their beds, 
cleaning their rooms, setting the 
table, helping with food        
preparation, sweeping outside 
and helping in the garden. 

YUMMY SUMMER LUNCH IDEAS FOR THE KIDS... 

Now is the best time to take 
great advantage of all of the 
bright and wonderful fruits 
and vegetables in season. 

It’s healthy and can  be exciting to 
have a colourful lunchbox! 
 
Fresh seasonal fruit salad with yoghurt 
makes a great lunchbox filler.  Try celery 

sticks with hummus, salsa or cream 
cheese with chives, or make a mix of 
different coloured vegetable st icks, e.g. 

carrots, or a selec-
tion of dried fruit. 

 
 

Tasty Salad Suggestion: 
Pack in a container pieces 
of chicken or tuna or hard 
boiled egg with shredded 
lettuce, diced cucumber, 
avocado, capsicum and  
tomatoes. 
 
To increase variety try adding fresh mango 
or pineapple, or include a pita bread wrap 
or fresh wholegrain roll in the lunchbox for 
them to tip the salad into.  
 

It is important to include a freezer block in 
lunch boxes to keep meats and dairy cold, 
and be sure to include a   
bottle of water to drink! 
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START SAVING NOW! 
Pick up a flyer from the office, or phone 5434 3908. 
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WANT TO GET RID OF YOUR PLASTIC GROCERY BAGS??? 
Do you have lots of plastic grocery bags taking up valuable storage 
space in your home? 
A member of our school community is collecting plastic grocery bags to 
make sleeping mats for the homeless. 
If you have excess plastic grocery bags (I’m sure many of us do) they 
can be brought to the school office for collection to make more sleeping 
mats. 
Not only are we providing a soft place for a homeless person to sleep—
we are also recycling those unwanted plastic grocery bags!! 

California Gully Primary School has signed 
up with the Fitzpatrick’s Home Hardware 
D.I.Y. Rewards program. 
Each time you make a purchase at          
Fitzpatrick’s Home Hardware please     
mention the school and for each $1.00 spent 
the school will earn five club reward points 
that we can use to purchase products in store 
when we need to make any repairs around 
the school. 

Current Uniform Prices at Bendigo Uniform Plus  - Shop 6, Abbott Arcade Bendigo. 

Short Sleeve Polo – $20.50 
Long Sleeve Polo – $26.00 
Polar Fleece Jumper – $35.00 
Hoodie – $35.00 

Blue & White Checked Dress – $22.00 
Bucket Hat – $13.50 
Slouch /Wide Brimmed Hat – $13.50 
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We're excited to announce the new Polar Savers reward items for 2019: 

2019 Polar Savers Rewards 

Term 1: Scented Stackable Highlighter, Snowy Origami Set 

Term 2: Yeti Fluffy Notebook, Icicle Slapband Ruler 

Term 3: Arctic Owl Fluffy Keyring, Scratch Art Cards 

Term 4: Water Skimming Bounce Ball, Polar Pencils  

 & Pencil Toppers 

 
 
Students can redeem 10 silver Dollarmites tokens for a Polar 
Savers reward by completing a redemption slip and returning 
the whole slip with the students name and banker ID on their 
School Banking day.  
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The City of Greater Bendigo is developing a new All Ages All Abilities Action Plan. 
This Plan combines the following: 

 Community Access and Inclusion Plan  
 Municipal Early Years Plan  
 Positive Ageing Strategy; and  
 Includes the existing Youth Strategy. 

 
By consolidating resources to design a new, all-inclusive action plan we can outline the Council’s    
strategic direction and commitment to improving health and wellbeing outcomes across the age   
spectrum for all community members in Greater Bendigo. 
 
The project team has just commenced our month of engagement and would love to get as many   
people involved as possible. 
 
People can be involved through the; 

 Online survey - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/allagesallabilities 
 Postcards – these have information about the project, space to write or draw a         

response, links to the survey and are reply paid. 
 Library – a display is up at the library for people to contribute to. 
 We will be visiting existing groups and committees – to run workshops or introduce the 

project and pass on information. 
 An Agency forum on the 25 February 

 
More information is on the website 
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/allagesallabilities  
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Stephanie Alexander Kitchen at  
California Gully Primary 
School 

Tuesday Mornings  
8.00 a.m. to 8.45 a.m. 

Eaglehawk Junior Football Club 
Registration Day - Sunday 17th Febru-

ary 
11am - 1pm @ Canterbury Oval 

Age Groups -  
Under 9, 10, 12, 14 & 16 Boys 
Under 11, 13, 15 & 18 Girls 

Contact: Sarah Murley (Secretary)  
Ph. 0408057879 

With Thanks to The Eaglehawk 
Football/Netball Club and our     
generous sponsors we have a     
community breakfast program for all 
families (parents are more than    
welcome to attend) and staff of    
California Gully.   
The community breakfast program 
will re-commence tomorrow,  Friday 
February 15th at 8 a.m.  (please note 
that we will stop serving breakfast 
at 8.20a.m. any children who      
arrive after 8.20 a.m. will miss 
out).    
Sharing in breakfast together, what a 
great way for our school community 
to start to start the day! 
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