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2024 WELCOME! 
 A very warm welcome to all new and existing families to the CGPS community for the 

2024 school year.  It was fantastic to see our Foundation students attend for the first time 

today, very excited and ready to go, while our Grade 1-6 students have been very settled, 

both in classrooms and the playground, ensuring all students are feeling connected and  

engaged to start the year.  

We look forward to another amazing year at CGPS. 
 

BUILDING PROJECT—UPDATE 
We are enjoying the building upgrade as we move in and explore the best way to utilise our 

new learning spaces. Although we are still waiting on some of our new furniture to arrive, 

we are already loving the work that has been completed. There are some items that will be 

completed over coming weeks including: 3 flag poles installed at the front of the school, the 

area that was formally home to the portable behind the toilet block will be completed, and 

a few minor defects will be finalised.  
 
 

DASH PROGRAM (2023) 
In Term 3 and 4 (2023) our then Grade 5/6 students were involved in community projects 

supporting the reduction of litter in our school and wider area. It has been amazing to see 

posters designed by students visible around the local area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The above designs can be found around Lake Neanger, Peter Krenz Leisure Centre and Canterbury Park.  

 

CALIFORNIA GULLY PRIMARY SCHOOL  -  FOODSHARE 
As a community we are extremely fortunate to have an ongoing relationship with Bendigo 

Foodshare. Every week our school receives a delivery of everyday pantry items for all     

families to access. The delivery usually consists of bread, fruit and vegetables, while there 

is often other goodies to enjoy.  

CGPS Foodshare - every Thursday. 

Where - In the CGPS ‘Shed’ at the end of the basketball court. 

Time - from 3pm.   

Please be respectful of the amount you take with you, it is important to remember it is for 

our whole community to access. All welcome! 

We are grateful for the ongoing support to our community. 

http://californiagullyps.vic.edu.au/page/96
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School Council Elections – Information for Parents 2024 

2024 SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION PROCESS AND TIMETABLE 

a) Notice of election and call for nominations (3 Parent Vacancies) Monday February 12th 2024 

b) Closing date for nominations Monday, February 26th 2024 

c) Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed (if required) Thursday  March 1st 2024 

d) Close of ballot Friday March 8th 2024 

e) March School Council Meeting (First council meeting to elect office bearers) Monday  March 18th 2024 

What is a school council and what does it do? 
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that are given     
powers to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school 
council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students. 
 Who is on the school council? 
There are three possible categories of membership: 
A mandated elected Parent category.  
More than one third of the total members must be from this category. Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development (DET) employees can be Parent members at their child’s school as long as they are 
not employed at the school. 
A mandated elected DET employee category.  
Members of this category may make up no more than one third of the total membership of school council. 
The principal of the school is automatically one of these members. 

  An optional Community member category.  
  Its members are appointed by a decision of the council   because of their special skills, interests or            
experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be Community members. 
The term of office for all members is two years. Half the members must retire each year, creating vacancies 
for the annual school council elections. 
Why is Parent membership so important? 
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the 
direction of the school. Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement       
satisfying in itself and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 
How can you become involved? 
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are 
only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. 
In view of this, you might seriously consider 

· standing for election as a member of the school council 
· encouraging another person to stand for election. 

Do I need special experience to be on school council? 
No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with 
others to help shape the school’s future. 
What do you need to do to stand for election? 
The principal will issue a notice and call for nominations following the commencement of Term 1 each year. 
All school council elections must be completed by the end of March. 
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can 
nominate yourself in the Parent category. 
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the notice of 
election. 

 Andrew Frawley 
  CGPS Principal 

http://californiagullyps.vic.edu.au/page/96
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Book Club   
Scholastic Book Club is sent home twice a term. Our school benefits from children        
ordering books from Scholastic Book Club as we are able to choose free books for our 
classrooms and library.  
Book Club brochures will have a date due stamped on the front page of the brochure. 
Please order online and pay with your card at www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP .  

If you are unable to order online, then put the order and money in cash in an envelope 
marked with your child’s name and give to the class teacher. If you write a cheque, please 
make it payable to California Gully PS. 
Book Club Issue 1 has been sent home. It is due back at school on  

Monday, February 12th, 2024.  
If you have any questions, please see Linda Windridge or your child’s teacher. 

Dates for the Diary  
• Wednesday  February 7th  - Foundation Students Rest Day 

• Monday February 12th  - Book Club Issue One Orders Due 

• Monday February 12th  - School Council Meeting—General Meeting 

• Wednesday  February 14th  - Foundation Students Rest Day 

• Wednesday  February 21st  - Foundation Students Rest Day 

• Monday February 26th  - School Council Nominations Close 

• Wednesday  February 28th  - Foundation Students Rest Day 

• Monday March 11th   - Labour Day Public Holiday 

• Monday March 18th   - School Council Meeting—Annual General Meeting 

      and General Meeting 

•  

• Thursday March 28th  - Last Day of Term One 

• Friday March 29th   - Good Friday 

• Monday April 15th   - First Day of Term Two 

• Friday April 19th   - School Photo Day     

http://californiagullyps.vic.edu.au/page/96
http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP
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We have had a busy couple of years at Bendigo Brittle and 2024 isn’t looking any different at this stage. 
We are looking for a couple of new kitchen assistants and cooks to train and offer casual employment as long-
term staff move on to take up university studies and graduates take jobs and move away from Bendigo – sad 
for us, exciting for them! 
The roles we are looking to fill would be perfect for mums with primary school children… 
Details are as follows; 
 
Award Winning, Bendigo Based Confectionery Company Seeks Casual Kitchen Assistants/Cooks 
 
Location – Commercial Kitchen, 119 Wills Street, Bendigo – FREE/shaded parking available 
Role – support head cook and one other additional kitchen assistant in handmaking peanut brittle – role        
requires you to be able to efficiently prepare the recipe ingredients, assist the cook during the cooking of the 
brittle, breaking/weighing/packaging the brittle, and assist with storing the brittle, also washing and putting away 
dishes, and tidying the kitchen in preparation for the next day’s cook. The opportunity exists to join a fun,      
friendly, professional team – and join a respectful working environment - renumeration includes above award 
wages, plus superannuation and generous bonuses. Hours – cook days are Monday – Friday around 
8:30am/9:00am to 2:30pm/3:00pm. Please apply if you enjoy cooking and enjoy being in a kitchen, have       
excellent time management skills, enjoy working as part of a team, can handle a fast-paced kitchen               
environment, are okay with numbers/mathematics and have meticulous personal 
presentation and personal hygiene and offer a comprehensive understanding of the 
English language. 
 
Enquiries can be sent to hello@bendigobrittle.com.au (additional information at 
www.bendigobrittle.com.au)  

http://californiagullyps.vic.edu.au/page/96
mailto:hello@bendigobrittle.com.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bendigobrittle.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccalifornia.gully.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf624ba202f824fc102e208dc170c79ae%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638410589575951787%7CUnknow
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Our School Uniform supplier, Centavic Clothing,  are pleased to offer an online uniform shop 
for California Gully Primary School through their website:    

 https://www.centavicclothing.com.au/ 
 

Parents can place an order for uniforms, with the option of paying online, over the phone or on 
the day of collection. 
 

We advise that any students needing to try on uniform items book an appointment as due to 
COVID-19 capacity limits Centavic Clothng will be prioritising those with appointments when 
needed. This booking system can also be found on the Centavic Clothing website. 
 

 

 

2/1 Whip Court, Long Gully 

http://californiagullyps.vic.edu.au/page/96
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.centavicclothing.com.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccalifornia.gully.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C6450dbcbe37448794b3908d9a0088a24%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637716780812546534%7CUnk

