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CURRICULUIM DAY  -  Wednesday March 1st 
We have the first of our scheduled Curriculum Days occurring next Wednesday 1 March.  

Please make a note in your diaries as it is student free. Unfortunately we are not able to 

offer OSHC on this day because we are not on site and all staff (including OSHC) will be 

attending.  

Wednesday 1 March - Staff are attending a Professional Learning Day (Understanding 

Poverty). Students do not attend on this day. 

HOCKEY CLINIC 
On Monday our Grade 3-6 classes were fortunate to have Hockey Victoria visit as part of 

the ‘Schools Roadshow for 2023! 

The clinic was  delivered in partnership with our local club Eaglehawk Hockey Club, 

who ensured that CGPS had the best experience possible.  

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION 
A friendly reminder that we encourage communication with teachers as this partnership 

supports great outcomes for all children. It is important to understand however, that 

emails sent during the day to teaching staff may not be viewed during teaching time and 

at times not until the following day. If it is an important message that requires a quick   

response or notification, please contact the office and communication will then occur with 

the appropriate teacher and/or student. This includes things like an early pick up for an 

appointment, a different person picking up or check-in. Thanks for your understanding.   

RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS  (RAT’s) 
CGPS still have a large supply of RATS (Rapid Anitgen Tests), please dont hesitate to    

contact the office if you require some for your family. 

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AND TRADESPEOPLE ON-SITE 
We remind all families that due to our building works and the placement of the site office 

for trades-people, the back carpark has reduced in size and therefore impacting on the 

space available and safety. We are asking families to please consider the following: 

●        Where possible please use the front of the school, particularly at pick-up in the   

afternoon.  

●        Students leaving the school that are walking home will no longer only use 

the basketball court gates. Although we have looked at other options, it is not safe to 

have students leave via the basketball court gate then in front of the site office spaces, 

traveling along Bell Topper Way. 

●        Slow down - pick-up and drop-off are busy times, slowing down will ensure the 

safety of all. 

If you have any issue or concern around any movement or works, please speak 

directly with Andrew, it is not appropriate for parents/carers to be sharing any 

concerns directly with builders or tradespeople.  
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TERMS TWO CURRICULUM DAYS  -PLEASE MAKE 
A NOTE IN THE DIARY 
Monday April 24th- (Please note this an additional date) 

We have now included a second Curriculum Day to start Term 2, plus 

the initial Student Free Day scheduled for Wednesday 26 April. We 

have been given the amazing opportunity to begin Term 2 with          

professional learning to support our ‘Writing’ focus and will also reduce 

the start/stop beginning of Term 2.   

Staff will participate in Professional Learning linked to the 6+1 Writing Traits on      

Monday and then, Love Mathmatics on Wednesday. 

Wednesday  April 26th - Mathematics Professional Learning Day with educational    

consultant - Love Maths 

The challenge of these days is the timing. These will occur in Week 1 of Term 2. with      

ANZAC Day on Tuesday 25th and then the Curriculum Day on Wednesday 26th, Students 

will now return on Thursday 27th,  We acknowledge that the timing is far from ideal     

although  opportunities to engage with the high-level consultant was limited.  

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 
We remind all families that due to our building works and the placement of the site office 

for trades-people, the back carpark has reduced in size and therefore impacting on the 

space available and safety. We are asking families to please consider the following: 

●        Where possible please use the front of the school, particularly at pick-up in the          

afternoon.  

●        Students leaving the school that are walking home will no longer only 

use the basketball court gates. Although we have looked at other options, it is not 

safe to have students leave via the basketball court gate then in front of the site offices 

spaces, travelling along Bell Topper Way. 

●        Slow down - pick-up and drop-off are busy times, slowing down when driving 

will ensure the safety of all. 

 

Dates for the Diary  
• Wednesday March 1st  -  Curriculum Day  -  Student Free Day 

• Monday March 20th  -  School Council Annual General Meeting 5.30 p.m. 

• Monday March 20th  -  School Council General Meeting (immediately  

      after A.G.M.) 

• Friday March 24th  -   Hot Cross Bun Orders Due Back to School Office 

• Thursday April 6th  -   Last Day of Term One 2.15 p.m. Dismissal 

• Monday April 24th  -   Curriculum Day  -  Student Free Day 

• Tuesday April 25th  -   ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

• Wednesday April 26th  -  Curriculum Day  -  Student Free Day 

• Thursday April 27th  -  First Day of Term Two for Students  

• Friday April 28th  -   School Photo Day 

• Wednesday May 3rd -  Years Three to Six Division Cross Country 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTONS   
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 2023 

What is a school council and what does it do? 

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that are     

given powers to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a 

school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its     

students. 

 Who is on the school council? 

There are three possible categories of membership: 

A mandated elected Parent category. More than one third of the total members must be from this 

category. Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DET) employees can be Parent 

members at their child’s school as long as they are not employed at the school. 

A mandated elected DET employee category. Members of this category may make up no more 

than one third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically 

one of these members. 

  An optional Community member category. Its members are appointed by a decision of the           

council because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be 

Community members. 

The term of office for all members is two years. Half the members must retire each year, creating    

vacancies for the annual school council elections. 

Why is Parent membership so important? 
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape 

the direction of the school. Those parents who become active on a school council find their                 

involvement satisfying in itself and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of  belonging. 

How can you become involved? 
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots 

are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. 

In view of this, you might seriously consider 

· standing for election as a member of the school council 

· encouraging another person to stand for election. 

Do I need special experience to be on school council? 
No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with 

others to help shape the school’s future. 

What do you need to do to stand for election? 

The principal will issue a notice and call for nominations following the commencement of Term 1 each 

year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March. 

If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you 

can nominate yourself in the Parent category. 

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the notice 

of election. 

 Andrew Frawley 

  CGPS Principal 

2023 SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION PROCESS AND TIMETABLE 

a) Notice of election and call for nominations     (3 Parent Vacancies) Monday, 13th February 2023 

b) Closing date for nominations Monday, 27th February 2023 

c) Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed (if required) Thursday, 2nd March 2023 

d) Close of ballot Friday 10th March 7 2023 

e) March School Council Meeting (First council meeting to elect office bearers) Monday 20th March 2023 

http://californiagullyps.vic.edu.au/page/96
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CSEF (Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund) 
Applications are open for families who are Health Care Card holders to apply for this funding  -  
forms are available from the school office if you haven’t already completed one (please note only 
one application need to be completed all children in your family can be on the same form).  When 
completing your application please bring along your current Health Care Card, this is needed for the 
application to be accepted.   Your health Care Card needed to be valid on January 30th 2023 for you 
to be eligible. 
 If you are a Health Care Card holder please do not miss out on this funding.   
 
A copy of the Application Form is available in this newsletter if you have not collected a copy 
from the school office or returned the copy that were in the Parent Contribution Booklets in     
December 2022. 

http://californiagullyps.vic.edu.au/page/96
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Smile Squad is coming to this school 
The Smile Squad team from Bendigo Health are coming to our school in March 2023. 
Smile Squad is the Victorian Government free school dental program. 
This means all students can get a free dental check-up, preventive services, and       
treatment at school. 
   

How to access free dental care 

We need your consent before we can provide services. Consent is usually provided by a 
parent or guardian. 
Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic  
OR use the below QR code: 

            

Please complete and submit the consent form by Friday 10th March 2023. 
Paper copies of the consent form are available. Please contact the school office if you 
would like to request one. 
The electronic consent form can be translated into more than 100 languages, and the 
paper form is available in 13 languages. 
 

Do I need to attend my child’s appointment? 

No, you do not need to attend your child’s appointment. You can attend if you would 
like to, and you can take your child to the community dental clinic if you prefer. 
 

The Bendigo Health Smile Squad team look forward to seeing you soon. 

http://californiagullyps.vic.edu.au/page/96
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Congratulations to the following students on being named  
Student of The Week 

for their positive attitude to school and social values. 
 

Friday February 10th
 

Foundation Hinton-Ryan:   
Haill B. - For showing great listening behaviours and being an awesome helper 
   during pack up time. 
Foundation Tonkin:   
Shyannah S. - For her thoughtful contributions to class discussions.  
Grade 1/2 Leed:  
Chelsea G. - For always being ready to learn and doing her best in all tasks. 
Sophie M. - For doing her best and having a go at all tasks. 
Grade 1/2 Price:   
Mia B.  - For being a positive role model to others. 
Jaylan B. - For having a positive start to Grade 2. 
Grade 1/2 Carroll-Dillon:   
Jaidah S. - For persevering with challenging tasks. Well Done! 
Addilyn W. - For always putting in her best effort in all tasks.   Well Done! 
Grade 3/4 Ennor:   
Savannah B. - For always giving her best in all subject areas. 
Amber C. - For displaying leadership skills by helping fellow class members. 
Grade 3/4 Ryan:   
Hunter F. - For working hard in maths doing subtraction.  
Trent G. - For being a well mannered and caring member of our classroom. 
Pippa McK. - For excellent detail in her narrative writing. 
Grade 5/6 McKerrow:   
Katie F. - For excellent recording in her reading diary. 
Jemma S. - For excellent recording in her reading diary. 
Grade 5/6 Windridge-Lee:   
Nevaeh A. - For working hard on her sizzling start. 
Wynter H. - For writing a descriptive sizzling start. 
 

http://californiagullyps.vic.edu.au/page/96
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Our School Uniform supplier, Centavic Clothing,  are pleased to now offer an online    
uniform shop for California Gully Primary School through their website:    

 https://www.centavicclothing.com.au/ 
 

Parents can place an order for uniforms, with the option of paying online, over the phone 
or on the day of collection. 
 

We advise that any students needing to try on uniform items book an appointment as due 
to the current COVID-19 capacity limits we will be prioritising those with appointments 
when needed. This booking system can also be found on our website. 
 

 

2/1 Whip Court, Long Gully 

http://californiagullyps.vic.edu.au/page/96
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