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Thursday February 26th, 2026 

CALIFORNIA GULLY PRIMARY SCHOOL  -  
RARE DISEASE DAY FRIDAY MARCH 6th 

Although it is officially this Saturday, February 28th, our JSC 

have locked in a date for our school community to recognize 

Rare Disease Day. 

Next Friday, March 6th  we will have a Casual Clothes day, 

this day raises awareness and support for the 300 million    

people around the world living with a rare disease, as well as 

their families and carers. You can wear a touch of, or fully dress in purple, blue, green, 

or pink to show your support and help raise money for Rare Disease Day. 

We want to support this cause because people in our school and community are affected by 

rare diseases. Please bring a gold coin donation and give it to your classroom teacher on 

Friday(6th) morning. All money raised will go to the Rare Disease Day Foundation. 

We can’t wait to see a sea of purple, blue, green, and pink next Friday!  
 

LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY-  MONDAY MARCH 9th 

A friendly reminder that Monday March 9th, is the Labour Day public holiday. Enjoy the 

extra day with family and friends. 
 

2026 DAHLIA AND ARTS FESTIVAL  -  PARADE PARTICIPATION 
(SATURDAY MARCH 21st, STARTING AT 11.00 a.m.) 
The Eaglehawk Dahlia and Arts Festival is fast approaching, and we are excited to be    

entering the Gala Parade once again.  The theme this year is ‘Harvest’ and we are asking 

students to dress up as farmers, gardeners, or produce (fruit, vegetable, honey etc.).  

It is important to note that we will be walking the parade. 

The ‘Expression of Interest’ form was sent out last week; we ask that you   

return it to school by Wednesday March 11th. We will provide further           

information around arrival times and meeting points over coming weeks. 
 

NATIONAL RIDE2SCHOOL DAY 
National Ride2School Day will occur also occur on Friday March 

20th, and is the perfect opportunity to kick-start new healthy   

habits and promote the many benefits of active travel. We          

encourage all students and their families to leave the car at home 

(or part way) and give riding, walking, scooting or skating to 

school a go. It’s sure to be a fantastic day and we look forward to seeing you there! 
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In partnership with the City of Greater Bendigo we will continue     using ‘Tag On’ to 

support healthier and happier journeys to our school.  

Tag On is a sign-in system that registers how and when students     arrive at school eve-

ry day. Each day your child will be able to use their tag to ‘tag on’ and select how they 

travelled to school via a touch screen kiosk. They will earn house points every time 

they tag on, and an extra point towards their personal active travel tally if 

they walk, ride, scoot or catch public transport. Through      

collecting points, students are motivated to travel in healthier, hap-

pier ways by participating in friendly house and class competitions. 
 

We understand that some families cannot walk, ride or scoot to 

school regularly. The Tag On program allows all students the oppor-

tunity to participate by rewarding everyone that tags on with a 

house point. Remember ‘Part Way is OK’ – to create a safer              

environment for children directly outside the school gates, try to 

park in the surrounding streets and walk, ride or scoot the rest of 

the way.  
 

NAPLAN 2026 (MARCH 11th—13th) 
NAPLAN (the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy) takes place each 

year for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. These assessments look at how students are    

progressing in Writing, Reading, Language skills (spelling, grammar and punctuation) 

and Numeracy. 

NAPLAN results give families and schools helpful information about each child’s       

learning. They help teachers plan next steps in teaching and learning, and support      

conversations between parents/carers and schools about student progress. 

Exemptions  

Exemptions may be granted to students with significant disabilities and to students who 

have been learning English for less than one year. If your child is eligible for support due 

to disability or an exemption, you should discuss this with your classroom teacher.        

Parental consent is required before any support due to disability or exemption is          

provided. 

While we strongly encourage all students to complete the NAPLAN tests, students may 

be withdrawn from NAPLAN by their parents or carers. This is a matter for                  

consideration by parents and carers in consultation with teachers. If, after consultation, 

you decide to withdraw your child, you must sign a Student Withdrawal Form prior to 

the test and have it approved by the school. 
 

For more information about NAPLAN Online, please visit the VCAA website at 

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAP website at www.nap.edu.au. 
Andrew Frawley 
CGPS Principal 
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Dates for the Diary  
• Friday March 6th   - Rare Disease Day—Casual Clothes 

• Wednesday, March 4th - Foundation Students Rest Day 

• Monday March 9th   - Labour Day Public Holiday 

• Wednesday March 11th  - NAPLAN Testing Years 3 and 5 

• Thursday March 12th  - NAPLAN Testing Years 3 and 5 

• Friday March 13th   - NAPLAN Testing Years 3 and 5 

• Monday, March16th - School Council Annual General Meeting 

• Tuesday March 17th  - School Photo Day 

• Friday March 20th   - Ride to School Day 

• Wednesday, March 25th - Hot Cross Bun Order Forms Due Back 

• Thursday April 2nd  - Last Day of Term One 

• Monday April 20th   - First Day of Term Two 

• Saturday April 25th  - ANZAC Day 

 

FOUND 
Is your child missing their glasses?  We have two 
pairs that were handed to staff late last year.  If      
either pair belongs to your child you can collect 
them from the office. 
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Congratulations to the following students  
on being named  

Student of The Week 
 

for their positive attitude to school and 
social values. 

 

Friday February 20th
 

 

Foundation A (Hinton):   
Miriam E.  - For excellent knowledge of characters and events in  stories. 
Arlo G.  - For showing interest in reading and learning his yellow sounds. 
Foundation B (Tonkin): 
Navy G.  - For always being ready to learn and attempting all learning 
    tasks. 
Phoenix M.  - For always putting up his hand and contributing to class  
    discussions. 
Grade 1/2 A (Carroll-Dillon):   
Alilyah O.  - For her consistent effort with all areas of the curriculum. 
Milani R.  - For her consistent effort with all areas of the curriculum. 
Grade 1/2 B (Ennor):   
Levi A.   - For working hard and staying focused.  Well done. 
Hunter Y.  - For working really hard in his Mini-Lit lessons,  Well done. 
Grade 1/C (Leed): 
Aiyanah B.-B . - For showing confidence in writing and maths lessons  through 
    giving all tasks a go independently. 
Margot La B.  - For completing her home reading and spelling every night of the 
    week, as well as always working hard in all learning tasks. 
Grade 3/4 A (McKerrow):   
Eli B.   - For excellent work with his story writing. 
Austen L.  - For excellent work with M.A.B. blocks. 
Grade 3/4 B (Ryan):   
Ana Q.  - For being a kind and welcoming and making new students feel 
    included and valued. 
Shyannah S.  - For her hard work using M.A.B. to practice renaming. 
Grade 5/6 A (Price):   
Pippa McK.  - For her confident and organized problem solving during Math. 
Rueben T.  - For his great attitude and resilience during problem solving. 
Grade 5/6 B (Reilly-Lee):   
Lachlan B.  - For being such a great “helping hand”, especially offering his  
    dishwashing services on Pancake Day. 
Mia B.   - For showing kindness and a willingness to help others in our 
    pancake making session. 
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Our School Uniform supplier, Centavic Clothing,  are pleased to offer an online uniform shop 
for California Gully Primary School through their website:    

 https://www.centavicclothing.com.au/ 
 

Parents can place an order for uniforms, with the option of paying online, over the phone or on 
the day of collection. 
 

Sadly we were advised  on Tuesday February 10th, that Centavic Clothing will be closing after 
nearly 50 years supplying uniforms in Bendigo.  Their last day of trade will be Friday March 
27th.  They will however be accepting orders up to Friday February 27th. We strongly encourage 
families to order as soon as possible.   
We are currently looking for a new supplier and will let members of our school community 
know when this has been finalised. 

2/1 Whip Court, Long Gully 

CSEF  
(Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund) 
Applications are open for families who are Health Care Card holders to apply for this funding  -  forms are 
available from the school office if you haven’t already completed one (please note only one   application needs 
to be completed, all children in your family can be on the same form).  When completing your  application 
please bring along your current Health Care Card, this is needed for the application to be accepted.   Your 
health Care Card needed to be valid on  January 28th 2026 for you to be eligible. 
 If you are a Health Care Card holder please do not miss out on this funding.   
 

Application Forms are available from the school office or return the copy that was in the Parent              
Contribution Booklets in November 2025. 

http://californiagullyps.vic.edu.au/page/96
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Ⓗⓞⓣ Ⓒⓡⓞⓢⓢ Ⓑⓤⓝ  Ⓓⓡⓘⓥⓔ 
This year we are offering members of our school community the chance to order Hot 
Cross Buns supplied to us by the Eaglehawk Hot Bake. 
 

There are two varieties available Traditional and Chocolate.  The Traditional Hot Cross 
Buns come in a six pack for $8.00 each and the Chocolate Hot Cross Buns come in a 4 
pack for $7.00 each. 
 

Please have your orders and money returned to school by Wednesday March 25th.     
Delivery will be Wednesday April 1st. 
 
Order forms will be sent home with the 
youngest child in the family at California 
Gully Primary School. 
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Every Day Counts.  
Attending school every day means  experiencing what 
counts - the learning, friendships, fun and opportuni-

ties that can shape their future.  
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